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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The author, Mr. Curtis, in this volume, has undertaken the task of
rescuing Mr. Webster s name from the obloquy which for a quarter of a century has been heaped upon it for his
alleged desertion of the antislavery cause in 1850. The charge made against him was that, in the support of the
compromise measures of that year, he sacrificed the interests of liberty, and did so with a base and selfish
motive-that of securing the presidency for himself by the aid of Southern votes. The accusation, therefore,
divides itself into two parts, and as to the latter half of it Mr. Curtis has comparatively easy work. He shows that
there is not a particle of evidence of its truth, except the well-known desire of Mr. Webster for the presidency;
but if such evidence as this is to be admitted in the case of public men, then all active support by them of
measures about which there is a difference of opinion on the eve of important elections, they being candidates,
must be considered evidence of interested motives. In the case of a man of such eminence as Mr. Webster it is at
least fair to assume-in the absence of positive evidence to the contrary- that his view of public questions is
dictated by a desire for the general good rather than the petty pursuit of personal ends. Mistaken as his ideas
on the subject of the extension of slavery may have been, we have little doubt that they were honest ideas.
Indeed, they were the views generally taken by the profession of which he was at the time the most
distinguished leader; and it would not be difficult, had we...
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