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North Atlantic Books,U.S., United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New
Book. Part treatise, part critique, part call to action, Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice is a journey into the
uncanny realities revealed to us in the great works of art of the past and present. Received opinion holds that
art is culturally-determined and relative. We are told that whether a picture, a movement, a text, or sound
qualifies as a work of art largely depends on social attitudes and convention. Drawing on examples ranging
from Paleolithic cave paintings to modern pop music and building on the ideas of James Joyce, Oscar Wilde,
Gilles Deleuze, Carl Jung, and others, J.F. Martel argues that artis an inborn human phenomenon that precedes
the formation of culture and even society. Art is free of politics and ideology. Paradoxically, that is what makes
it a force of liberation wherever it breaks through the trance of humdrum existence. Like the act of dreaming,
artistic creation is fundamentally mysterious. It is a gift from beyond the field of the human, and it connects us
with realities that, though normally unseen, are crucial components of a living world. While holding this to be
true of authentic art, the author acknowledges the presence--overwhelming in our media-saturated age--of a
false art that seeks not to liberate but to manipulate and control. Against this anti-artistic aesthetic force, which
finds some of its most virulent manifestations in modern advertising, propaganda, and pornography, true art
represents an effective line of defense. Martel argues that preserving artistic expression in the face of our
contemporary hyper-aestheticism is essential to our own survival. Art is more than mere ornament or
entertainment; it is a way, one leading to what is most profound in us. Reclaiming Art in the Age...
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