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lines of commerce and expansion. This is an age of great inventions, of business activity involving intense
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concomitant obscuring of cause and effect. It is an age of spending, of the prevalence of a high cost of living
and a reckless sacrifice of human life to industry. Youth is gravitating toward the city, away from home,
religious and personal ideals, breaking the moorings of the past before the newer social ideal is grasped.
Freedom of thought, liberty of action, self expression, were never more dominant. It is inconceivable that these
characteristics of the age should not influence the total moral life. The economic and political and industrial
changes are resulting in a new body of law which expresses a growing social conscience with reference to
wealth, power and official responsibility. It has been the purpose of the Research Committee to study social
growth as expressed in the laws passed to regulate prostitution in its various phases, and to ascertain whether
social legislation in this respect is keeping pace with industrial and political legislation and similarly expresses a
developed consciousness...
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