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Essay A 2 236789rather, the terms take on a new meaning. Thought is an organic growth, continually absorbing
alien elements and making them part of itself, and containing in itself, so to speak, its whole past. We cannot
isolate Greek philosophy from the body of modern thought, any more than we can isolate the acorn from the
oak. It is thus clear at the outset that a full treatment of the subject would carry us far beyond the assigned
limits. In the first place, we should need a complete history of thought in all its manifestations, embracing
religion and philosophy as well as poetry. Secondly, we should have to show in each u age how poetry was, in
part at least, an expression of this thought. Thirdly, we should have to trace throughout the ways in which the
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attempt it in outline would be unjust to poetry; we should need, for example, to pass lightly over ages when
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