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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Influence of Greek Philosophy on English Poetry: The Chancellor s
Essay A 2 236789rather, the terms take on a new meaning. Thought is an organic growth, continually absorbing
alien elements and making them part of itself, and containing in itself, so to speak, its whole past. We cannot
isolate Greek philosophy from the body of modern thought, any more than we can isolate the acorn from the
oak. It is thus clear at the outset that a full treatment of the subject would carry us far beyond the assigned
limits. In the first place, we should need a complete history of thought in all its manifestations, embracing
religion and philosophy as well as poetry. Secondly, we should have to show in each u age how poetry was, in
part at least, an expression of this thought. Thirdly, we should have to trace throughout the ways in which the
old movements of Greek thought were repeated in aFertimes. To attempt this task at length is use less; to
attempt it in outline would be unjust to poetry; we should need, for example, to pass lightly over ages when
song ourished, to linger perhaps on a songless century of religious or philosophic development. The most that
we can do is to point occasionally in the history of English poetry to the thought that lay behind it, to trace here
and there the ele ments of Greek philosophy living again in it, and to avoid, where possible, the dangers of facile
generalization. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books...
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