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resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents We have only to kick in the door
and the whole rotten structure will come crashing down. - Adolf Hitler In the warm predawn darkness of June
22, 1941, 3 million men waited along a front hundreds of miles long, stretching from the Baltic coast of Poland
to the Balkans. Ahead of them in the darkness lay the Soviet Union, its border guarded by millions of Red Army
troops echeloned deep throughout the huge spaces of Russia. This massive gathering of Wehrmacht soldiers
from Adolf Hitler s Third Reich and his allied states - notably Hungary and Romania - stood poised to carry out
Operation Barbarossa, Hitler s surprise attack against the country of his putative ally, Soviet dictator Josef
Stalin. The Soviets were so caught by surprise at the start of the attack that the Germans were able to push
several hundred miles into Russia across a front that stretched dozens of miles long, reaching the major cities
of Leningrad and Sevastopol in just three months. The first major Russian city in their path was Minsk, which fell
in only six days. In order to make clear his determination to win at all costs, Stalin had the three men in charge
of the troops defending Minsk executed for their failure to hold their position. This move, along with
unspeakable atrocities by the German soldiers against the people of Minsk, solidified the Soviet will. In the
future, Russian soldiers would fight to the death rather than surrender, and in July, Stalin exhorted the nation,
It is time to finish retreating. Not...
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