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***** Excerpt from Handbook of Pharmacology: With Seventy Illustrations, Including Many New and in Colors
The time has arrived in the differentiation of the teaching of medicine when the demarcation line should be
more sharply drawn between those courses presenting to the student the scientific prin ciples underlying the
action of medicinal agencies and that phase of his training which deals with the practical use of medicaments
in the alleviation of diseases. A parallel, illustrating the matter, can be drawn from the relations of the subjects
of Physiology and Pathology. Physiology undertakes to present the underlying principles govern ing the
reactions of the normal living body. Pathology deals with the reactions of the living body, but under conditions
which we loosely classify as diseased, i.e., the reactions of the body when out of normal relations. Both treat of
functions, but the two subjects are separated by the inherent nature which classifies one as normal functions,
the other as pathological, a line which, of course, cannot be sharply drawn. Just so is it with the broad subject
which deals with the reactions of the living body to drugs. The principles underlying this field are best presented
from the standpoint of the reactions of the normal body to drugs and drug agents, which is the peculiar
province of Pharmacology. The term Therapeutics, in the restricted sense, ought to apply only to that phase of
the subject which deals with the reactions of the diseased body to drugs and drug agencies. These two phases
of the broad field of Pharmacology and Therapeutics are, of course, intimately related, just as are Physiology
and Pathology. And in the pedagogy of medical education they should be kept in their proper sequence,...
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