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Such was the miserable cry of an author by profession in the reign of Elizabeth. Nash not only renounces his
country in despair, and hesitates on the faulty means which have appeased the pangs Of many of his unhappy
brothers, but he proves also the weakness of the moral principle among these men of genius; for he promises, If
any Maecenas bind me to him by his bounty, or extend some round liberality to me worth the speaking of, I will
do him as much honour as any poet of my beardless years shall in England; but, he adds, if I be sent away with
a ?ea in my ear, let him look that I will rail on him soundly; not for an hour or a day, while the injury is fresh in
my memory, but in some elaborate polished poem, which I will leave to the world when I am dead, to be a living
image to times to come of this beggarly parsimony. He made his supplication to the Devil because he had not
then found his Patron Saint. At page 90 he has found his man. He calls him one of the bright stars of nobility,
and glistering attendants on the true Diana. He is also the matchless image of honour, and magnificent
rewarder of virtue; Jove s eagle-born Ganymede; thrice noble Amyntas This description fits no one so perfectly
as it does the young Earl of Southampton. It sets before us the very image...
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