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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****. The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), a laboratory of the Department
of Commerce, is mandated to provide technical services to facilitate the competitiveness of U.S. industry. NIST
is directed to oEer support to the private sector for the development of precompetitive generic technologies
and the diEusion of government-developed innovation to users in all segments of the American economy.
Laboratory research is to provide measurement, calibration, and quality assurance techniques that underpin
U.S. commerce, technological progress, improved product reliability, manufacturing processes, and public
safety. Concerns about the adequacy of federal funding for physical science and engineering research led to
eEorts by President George W. Bush (under his American Competitiveness Initiative and annual budget
requests), President Obama (in his annual budget requests), and Congress (implicitly in appropriations
authorizations in the America COMPETES Act and the America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010) to
double funding for the NIST laboratory and construction accounts, together with the National Science
Foundation and the Department of Energy OEice of Science. However, appropriations did not keep pace with
authorization levels or presidential requests. In addition, the appropriations authorizations for the accounts
targeted for doubling have lapsed and President Obama s budget requests have not referenced a specific
doubling goal or timeframe since his FY2013 request. It remains to be seen how support for internal research
and development at NIST will evolve and how this might aEect financing of extramural eEorts. Continued
funding for NIST extramural programs directed toward increased private sector commercialization has been a
topic of congressional debate. Some Members of Congress have expressed skepticism over a technology policy
based on providing federal funds to industry for development of pre-competitive generic technologies. This
approach, coupled with pressures...
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