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the subject History Europe - Germany - Modern History, grade: IB-Diploma full score, Waterford Kamhlaba
United World College of Southern Africa, course: History, language: English, abstract: This investigation,
including the examination of unpublished primary sources, accounts for the Fall of the Berlin Wall as a
historical event. The disintegration of the Warsaw Pact along with the interior social, economic and political
problems in the GDR are examined as long term causes as well as the influence of the media, the church and
the citizens of the GDR themselves as main players in the short term. Additionally, the immediate events in the
beginning of November 1989 are scrutinized in connection with the Fall of the Wall. The research question in
two parts is whether the events around the 9th of November, 1989, can be labelled peaceful revolution and what
the causes for that revolution are. What is the historical significance of the event and what was it derived from
Consistent with the primary and secondary sources used, the essay concludes that the Fall of the Wall was
indeed a peaceful revolution. Examining the development towards pluralism and democracy by the USSR and
her satellite states as the foundation for that revolution, the essay scrutinizes both the work of the media with
its fuelling effect and the actions of the church as a replacement public as causes for the incident. The state
with its restrictive forces impaling every aspect of public life producing social, economic as well as political
disadvantages for its citizens is the reason for opposition developing. Encountering this opposition, the party
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