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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Author Marques Vickers profiles and photographs
twenty-five former toxic waste sites with his book In Search of Toxic Silicon Valley: The Subterranean Poisoning
From High Technology Manufacturing. His edition focuses on visually documenting the contemporary
redevelopment of these properties decades after they have become removed from closer public and media
scrutiny. During the 1960s through early 1990s, an environmental disaster originated from leaking hazardous
chemicals and solvents employed in semiconductor manufacturing. A lethal combination of Volatile Organic
Compounds (VOCs) seeped through on-site industrial storage containers. These concentrated leakages formed
toxic plumes that penetrated between thirty and five hundred feet beneath the ground surface. The plumes
ranged from three hundred feet to ten miles in length. Drinking water, regional creeks, streams and estuary
lands were affected. The result has left the technology heartland with an extended network of contaminated
groundwaters. The resulting contamination of soils and waters created a large-scale clean-up dilemma for a
region that has sustained prosperity from the evolution of the technology industry. Neighboring public health
consequences have included documented elevated statistics on cancer rate spikes and birth defects. Limited
follow-up litigation has generally resulted in no-fault disclosure financial settlements. Only one individual has
faced criminal related disposal charges and was convicted of ten misdemeanors. Federal Superfund clean up
projects began in the 1980s, coordinated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Silicon Valley
has the highest concentration of Superfund sites in the United States. Reclamation projects transported
polluted soils to federal hazardous waste sites. Water excavation pumping, filtering and monitoring stations
were established. These ongoing treatments have reversed groundwater contamination levels to acceptable
EPA standards. They have not completely eliminated the toxic compound presence or...
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