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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****This had all happened about a fortnight before that September morning when the fatherless
baby was found sleeping so peacefully beside the dead. The Squire had shrunk from introducing a stranger s
brat into that stately desolate home of his, which it had been the business of his later years to keep closed
against all the world. In his solitary rides he had reconnoitred many a farmer s homestead where children
swarmed; he had looked in upon his gamekeeper s and gardener s cottages, where it seemed to him there was
ever a plethora of babies; but he could not bring himself to invite one of these superfluous brats to take up its
abode with him, to lie cheek by jowl with his dead wife s fair young daughter-a child whose lineage was alike
ancient and honourable on the side of mother and father. His soul revolted against the spawn of the day-
labourer or even of the tenant-farmer; and he hated the idea of the link which such an adoption would make
between him and a whole family of his inferiors. Thus it happened that the finding of that friendless child upon
the common seemed to Squire Bosworth as a stroke of luck. Here was a child who, judging from the dead
father s type, was of gentle blood. Here was a child whom none could ever claim from him, upon whose
existence no greedy father or harpy mother could ever found a claim to favours from him. Here he would be
safe. The child would be his goods, his chattel, to deal with as he pleased-to be flung out of doors by and by,
when his own girl was grown up, should...
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