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Capital punishmentthe ultimate penaltyis one of the most controversial aspects of Americas criminal justice
system. Its inclusion in the U.S. constitution sparks heated debate with opponents claiming that it is
incompatible with the principles on which the worlds greatest democracy stands. Although the death penalty
has been around for thousands of years, modern America has changed it in fundamental ways. These days no
criminal is put to death lightly. The imposition of the death penalty is subject to an elaborate array of legal
restrictions; the convicted are entitled to an extensiveoften drawn outseries of appeals. Each title in this series
contains a foreword from the Chairman of the National Law Enforcement Association, color photos
throughout, charts, and back matter including: an index, chronology, and further reading lists for books and
internet resources. Key Icons appear throughout the books in this series in an effort to encourage library
readers to build knowledge, gain awareness, explore possibilities and expand their viewpoints through our
content rich non-fiction books. Key Icons in this series are as follows: Words to Understand are shown at the
front of each chapter with definitions. These words are set in boldfaced type in that chapter, so that readers are
able to reference back to the definitions--building their vocabulary and enhancing their reading
comprehension. Sidebars are highlighted graphics with content rich material within that allows readers to
build knowledge and broaden their perspectives by weaving together additional information to provide realistic
and holistic perspectives. Text-Dependent Questions are placed at the end of each chapter. They challenge the
readers comprehension of the chapter they have just read, while sending the reader back to the text for more
caref.
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