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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Tourists, armchair travelers and history buBs will delight in this fluid
tale of Sicily s secrets. Critically acclaimed author Howard A. DeWitt highlights art, culture, economic issues,
governmental changes, colorful mobsters and Sicily s contrarian intellectual ferment. By combining history
with tourist favorites the stage is set for a colorful Mafia influenced Sicily with a hatred of Rome. This is a
cultural journey through myth and reality in the heart of the Mediterranean. The reader is taken beyond the
usual tourist sites, beautiful scenery and DeWitt encourages the traveler to throw out itinerates. He takes the
reader beyond the usual tourist sites into a world of unique cuisine, beautiful scenery and people The
engrossing narrative has erudite page turning tales of Sicilian wines now popular in a world market, pizza that
defines the island and the organic slow food movement hampering McDonald s and Starbucks. The tourist
friendly cities notably Palermo, Taormina, Agrigento, Cefalu and Syracuse provide a window into Sicily.
Churches, ruling peoples and key leaders are important to the island demonstrating Sicilian s have overcome
invaders to establish a multicultural civilization. Today Arab influences in local markets are as dominant as
European influences. The Mafia controlled city of Corleone is he role model for Mario Puzo s Godfather, and it
continues to play to criminal stereotypes. Literary figures Leonardo Sciascia and Andrea Camilleri highlight the
intellectual development of a long neglected island. The role of the Mafia runs through the narrative with two
women: Teresa Principato, the first mafia prosecutor and Letizia Battaglia whose photojournalism chronicled
Mafia violence setting the stage for how and why the mob murders of prosecutors Giovanni Falcone and Paolo
Borsellino s led to anti-Mafia...
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