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*xxx% . Excerpt from A History of Trumansburg Ships. The honor of naming these towhs has been ascribed to
Dewitt Clinton, who, probably fresh from academic honors, with a mind well stored with classic literature
sought to perpetuate the hames of Greek and Roman heros, and to found anew the. Cities made famous by
Cicero and Homer, hence from pent-up Utica to Niagara we are severely clas sic. This entire territory was held
or owned by individuals or com panies Who had acquired title by purchase or grant to the number of thirty
nine, and.in size ranging from four hundred and twenty eight acres, the smaiie st; to two hundred and ten
thousand acres the largest. Many of these lands reverted to the state after the Revolution on ac count of the
disloyalty of the owners to the new republic; many others were subsequently sold for taxes, and when the state
resolved to set aparta portion of its territory to recompense, in part at least, its sol diers, all that portion now
covered by the counties of cayuga, Seneca, Schuyler, Tompkins and Wayne, twenty-eight townships in all, was
selected for this purpose and designated as the Military Tract. While we do not question the motives which
prompted this action on the part of the State, yet it had no idea of the value of these lands; a few thou sand
acres of wilderness, more or less, in those days was as nothing. The only. Inhabited portion of the State at that
time was a narrow strip of country on either side of the Hudson, with a few detatchedsettlementsson the
Mohawk and the Military Posts on the lakes On tario and Erie. When the lands, were...
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